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OUR MISSION
Ronald McDonald House Charities® (RMHC®) of Greater Las Vegas provides a
temporary “home-away-from-home” at the Ronald McDonald House® for families
who travel to Las Vegas to receive critical medical treatment for their children.

RMHC® of Greater Las Vegas also creates and supports programs that directly
improve the health, education, and well-being of children in our community. In
addition to the House, RMHC programs benefit thousands of children and
families each year.

A MESSAGE
FROM OUR CEO
2019 marks the 21st year of loving service to families of
critically ill and injured children in our own community and
beyond!
In our latest Annual Impact Report, we are excited to share
that 2018 was an incredible year of major milestones for
Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) of Greater Las
Vegas.

Our House occupancy jumped to 96%
up from 82% in 2017!
That means the Ronald McDonald House hosted 344 family stays for a total of 4,209 nights of housing, homecooked meals, rides to and from the hospital, and even more hugs!
Our beautiful Ronald McDonald Family Room at Sunrise Children’s Hospital provided a peaceful oasis for more
than 21,500 family members who needed short breaks, nourishment, and a good night’s rest in an actual bed without having to leave hospital grounds.
And our wonderful Ronald McDonald Care Mobile, a full-service mobile dental unit, served more than 1,000
children from low-income families throughout rural and urban Nevada for the first time ever – creating healthy
mouths and smiles for many children living in communities where no dentists reside.
These are just a few of the remarkable accomplishments RMHC Las Vegas was able to achieve because of
YOU – our cherished donors, volunteers, and supporters! Please know none of this would be possible without
our community’s ongoing support. Together, we are better, and with you by our side, Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Greater Las Vegas will continue to serve with compassion and integrity in the years ahead.

Gratefully,
Alyson McCarthy
CEO

More than 5,000
Miles from Home
A Surrogacy Story

“You have given us the most
precious gift one can give. You have
given our son a good start to his
life.” - Magnus

For Frederick and Magnus, surrogacy was not an option
in their home country, so they came to the United
States to make their family dream come true.
While preparing for their New Year’s Eve party at their
home in Sweden, they received news that their son
Adrian was going to be born that night. After traveling
for 35 hours on planes, trains, and cars, “We saw our
little guy of 3 pounds in an incubator,” shared Frederick.
Adrian was born 10 weeks early and needed to stay in
the hospital to build his strength before he could make
the long trip home.
In a new city, in an unfamiliar country, Adrian’s dads
were able to find support, warmth, and stability at
RMHC® Las Vegas. They shared their gratitude for
shuttle and taxi rides, lunches, dinners prepared by
volunteers, activities to participate in, and even the
other RMHC families they connected with.

After 68 nights, Frederick and Magnus
were able to take baby Adrian to his
forever home in Sweden.

WELCOME TO
OUR HOUSE
“It is a beautiful house. The people are very
loving and giving. It is wonderful that so many
people have given to make this house possible
for those in need. I want to thank everyone
involved.” - First House family

When Philadelphia Eagles tight end Fred Hill’s
3-year-old daughter, Kim, was being treated for
leukemia, their family’s lives changed. During Kim’s
three years of treatment, he and his wife, Fran,
camped out on hospital benches, sat in cramped
waiting rooms, and watched other families of
seriously ill children do the same. With the support
of his teammates, he and the Philadelphia Eagles, Dr.
Audrey Evans of Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
and local McDonald’s Owner/Operators created the
very first Ronald McDonald House in 1974. Today,
more than 367 Ronald McDonald Houses exist in 43
countries and regions.
In Las Vegas, the community effort to establish a
House involved the Junior League of Las Vegas,
local McDonald’s Owner/Operators, several builders
and suppliers in the construction industry, and
members of the medical community. On July 6th
of 1998, the Las Vegas Ronald McDonald House
opened its doors to its very first families in need.

More than 95% of hospital
professionals reported their Ronald
McDonald House program affiliation
enhanced family-centered care.*
*Lantz, et al., Journal of Health Organization and Management (2015)

Take a virtual tour of our House at:
rmhlv.org/house

Lunch Is On Us!
To help relieve financial and emotional stress
on families with a child in the hospital, RMHC
volunteers prepare and deliver healthy sack
lunches every weekday to families at Sunrise
Children’s Hospital, University Medical Center, and
as of April 2019, Summerlin Hospital Medical Center.

Ronald McDonald
Family Room®
The Ronald McDonald
Family Room provides
families with babies in the
Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit at Sunrise Children’s
Hospital a place of respite
just steps away from their
child’s bedside.
“Thank you for
relieving a huge
stress during this
difficult time in our
family’s life.” - Family
Room Guest

8-year-old Zoe, pictured below, loves art. She also
has lived her entire life with juvenile arthritis, which
requires chemotherapy at a local hospital.
Zoe’s mother, Irene, has received lunches from
RMHC for 8 years while staying by her daughter’s
side during treatment. Irene shared that one time
her oldest daughter called her to offer to bring her
a meal. Irene replied:
“Don’t worry amor (love), lunch is on Ronald!”

“As a single mother, life is not
that easy. Free lunch means
relief to me, especially after
hours of being alone at the
hospital.” - Irene, Lunch Is On Us!
Recipient

The Family Room provides a critical source of
support for local families, as well as numerous
families that are far from home. With the help of 39
outstanding volunteers in 2018, the Family Room
provided a friendly face and heartfelt support to
more than 21,500 family members.
To volunteer at the Ronald McDonald
Family Room, visit: rmhlv.org/familyroom

Ronald McDonald Care
Mobile®
In partnership with
Nevada Health Centers,
the Ronald McDonald
Care Mobile has served
more than 8,800 children
since 2005. The Care
Mobile provides access
to dental care for
underserved children
from low income families in both inner-city and rural
Nevada. Some of the children treated aboard the
Care Mobile have never been to the dentist before.
The Care Mobile is fully
staffed with dentists,
dental hygienists,
and support staff. The
vehicle is complete with
two treatment rooms,
x-ray capabilities, and a
reception and records area.

Scholarship Program
Since 1999, with the help of local
McDonald’s Owner/Operators
and community partners, RMHC
has awarded more than $4.3
million in scholarships to high
school seniors and returning
college students in Clark and Nye
Counties in Nevada.
“My parents only received a 1st grade education
before migrating from El Salvador to the United
States. Being Hispanic and a first-generation
college student has led me to want to be an
educator. I want other students to understand that
there are people out there that support them and
know what they’re going through.” - Erica Bonilla

“I’m pleased with the services and I’m a fan of the
Ronald McDonald House®. They were even there
for me when my baby was in the NICU for 31 days.”
- Parent of Care Mobile Recipient
Pictured above: Erica Bonilla,
RMHC Scholarship Recipient,
and Eva Martin, local
McDonald’s Owner/Operator.
Pictured right is Erica at UNLV
during her 1st college semester.

In 2018, RMHC awarded scholarships to 121
graduating high school seniors and 96 returning
college students.

Volunteers are the Heart of the House
Lunch Delivery Drivers
Families often do not want to
leave their child’s bedside,
even for a bite to eat. Lunch
drivers deliver healthy sack
lunches in brightly decorated
bags to families at their
child’s hospital bedside.

Ways to Volunteer
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family Room Host
Shuttle Van Driver
Lunch Delivery Drivers
Lunch Program Assistant
House Ambassador
Office Volunteer
Decorate Lunch Bags & Caring Cards
Cookie Crew
Dinner Program
Hold a Fundraiser
Host a Wish List Drive
Pop Tab Collecting

“I want to give back
and I have the time
to do it. I just love
being there and being
around the families. If
they need something,
I’m there to give it to
them and it’s a great
pleasure.”
Volunteer Sue Lewey

Left to right: Volunteer Manager,
Christine Fernandez, Family
Room Volunteer of the Year, Sue
Lewey, and Programs Manager,
Linett Posada at a Volunteer
Appreciation event at the House.

Red Shoe Society

“Our members have a relentless
desire to ease the stress of
families in crisis and make our
Las Vegas community a better
place. We’re driven to make an
even bigger impact this year. We
hope you’ll join us!”
Ashley Fawcett
Red Shoe Society President

rmhlv.org/redshoesociety

@RedShoeSocietyLV

Legacy of Love
A Planned Giving Program

Many of our supporters choose to support our future
through planned gifts. These donations are effective and
easy ways to leave a Legacy of Love for RMHC families
and RMHC programs.
Eva Martin, local McDonald’s Owner/Operator and
former RMHC Board President, has been a longtime
supporter of RMHC. When Eva’s late husband passed
away in 2003, she created the “James and Eva Charitable
Trust.” Every year, through the RMHC Scholarship
Program, she awards students with college scholarships
in memory of James.
For more information on Legacy of Love, contact Jacqueline
Cruz, Director of Development at:
702-252-4663 x *2225 or Jacqueline@rmhlv.org

2018

This group of philanthropic young professionals truly
showed our community what their generation is capable
of in 2018. With events at venues like the UFC Performance
Institute and City National Arena, they raised more than
$50,000! Members also volunteered their time by making
dinners, breakfasts, and hosted the first Trunk or Treat
Halloween event for RMHC families.

63 Members
800+ Hours Volunteered
$50,000+ Funds Raised
Pictured
left: Eva
Martin, local
McDonald’s
Owner/
Operator with
Cody Eakin,
Vegas Golden
Knights player,
at a Red
Shoe Society
fundraising
event

“I believe in education because with it
you can accomplish so much. Looking
back to when I was in school, I distinctly
remember how it felt to feel optimistic
that I could reach goals because of those
who believed in me.” - Eva Martin

2018 In Numbers
INCOME SOURCES

EXPENSES
$1,434,492

Contributions & Grants

$474,174

Special Events

$12,441

Program Revenue Room Donations

$162,008

In-Kind Donations

$32,343

Interest Income

$2,115,458

Total Income

Program Expenses:
Ronald McDonald House

$934,998

Ronald McDonald Family Room

$210,128

Scholarships & Grants

$332,479

Lunch Is On Us!

$129,540
$56,203

Ronald McDonald Care Mobile
Supporting Services:
Fundraising

$204,984

Management & General

$167,890
$2,036,222

Total Expenses
Source: 2018 Audited Financials

82¢ of every dollar donated directly helps families
Chart Title

INCOME

EXPENSES

Contributions50%
Programs 82%
Individual, Business,
& Foundation
14%

Events

11%

Programs

82%

McDonald’s Related

8%

Fundraising

10%

In-Kind

7%

Management &
General

8%

Grants

Management
& General
8%

Donation BoxesFundraising 81%7%

Contributions (Individual , Business & Foundation)

Global RMHC®

3%

Room Donations

<1%

2018 At A Glance

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Torry Somers
President

Denise Alderette
VP, Fund Development

Todd Sklamberg
Past-President

Brianne Soscia
VP, Strategic Planning

Angelica Silveyra
Secretary

Heidi Gonzalez
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Lyn Twitchell
Treasurer

Eva Martin
Member at Large

Alfred Pozos, Ph.D.
President-Elect | VP, Operations

Jason Salmonson
Member at Large

Lee Barrett • Adrian Bernal • Laurie Biddle • Michael Blackwell • Ashley Fawcett • Rick Fields
Roger Jones • Jerry Merrill • Debbie Mitchell • Patricia Navarro-Issel • Tammy Peterson
Loraine Phelps • James Rensvold • Joyce Smith • Gus Tejeda • Jeff Wells
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